1. Colonialism is a historical phenomenon that roughly lasted from the fifteenth to the twentieth century, during which time primarily, but not exclusively, European countries dominated countries in Asia, Africa, and South America. Colonialism is thus a form of domination closely related to imperialism, racism, and other such evils throughout human history. The rise of colonialism was based on sheer power and domination, the principle that "might is right," and therefore inherently predicated on the myth of the racial superiority of the colonizers over the colonized, and the belief of superiority in political, economic, military, cultural, and all other aspects of life. Colonies were established as the colonial powers expanded their
territories by invading and occupying weaker countries and territories. Under colonialism, the colonialists were a minority that ruled over the colonized majority, creating a hierarchy of social classes that was often also based on a racial hierarchy. The colonizers ruled directly via a colonial government, or indirectly through a local government created and controlled by the colonial establishment. 
